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Many Europeans still exposed to harmful levels of air pollution 

Share of EU urban population exposed to air pollutant 
concentrations above EU and WHO reference values in 2015-2017

EU limit/target values WHO guidelines

http://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/exceedance-of-air-quality-limit-3/assessment-5


Europe’s air quality and implications for health
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EU Member States (2000-2017)

Emissions go down…but not equally across all sectors
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Particulate matter (PM10) concentrations in Europe

EU daily limit value 50 µg/m3



Air quality and urban implementation



Social vulnerability: poorer regions have worse air quality

Source: EEA, 2019, unequal exposures, unequal impacts



Systems thinking and the European Green Deal

• Global leadership: world’s first  
climate-neutral continent

• Biodiversity Strategy 2030

• New Circular Economy Action Plan

• Zero pollution strategy

• Farm to fork strategy

• Just transition

• Sustainable European Investment Plan

• Future ready economy – new 
industrial strategy



Thank you
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/
air-quality-in-europe-2019 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2018

