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Reference: EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020 and corresponding Common 

Implementation Framework – Target 2 Actions 5 (+6)

• MAES – EU Working Group on Mapping and Assessments of Ecosystems and their Services

• EEA support to BD20 Mid-Term review (several different contributions!)

• EEA AWP2015 delviverables and MAWP2014-18
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Common Implementation Framework of the Biodiversity Strategy 2020



MAES information 

base for assessment



4 steps of implementation

By 2014:

I. Biophysical baseline mapping and assessment of the state of major 

ecosystems;    -> EEA track

II. Biophysical baseline mapping and assessment of defined ecosystem 

services;         -> JRC track

2015-2020:

I. Alignment of ecosystem service assessments with scenarios of future 

changes; -> JRC modelling, NoNetLoss initiative (2015)

II. Valuation of ecosystem services for baseline and contrasting scenarios 

and integration into environmental and economic accounting.

-> Natural Capital Accounting



Key challenge: Ecosystem conditions

MAES Analytical framework 

http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes

Specific methodologies e.g. crosswalks between European marine habitat typologies

http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes/crosswalks-between-european-marine-habitat-

typologies_10-04-14_v3.pdf

EU-wide assessment of ecosystems and conditions (MAES approach)

http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes/mapping-ecosystems/eu-wide-assessment-of-ecosystems-

and-conditions

Ecosystem 

condition
Major drivers of ecosystem change

Ecosystem 

type

(e.g. 

FOREST, 

RIVERS& 

LAKES, 

MARINE)

Condition Habitat change
Climate 

change
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(unsustainable 

management)
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Nutrient

Enrichment

Relevance and main data gaps for ecosystems assessment

http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes
http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes/crosswalks-between-european-marine-habitat-typologies_10-04-14_v3.pdf
http://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes/mapping-ecosystems/eu-wide-assessment-of-ecosystems-and-conditions


The value chain…societal health and wellbeing
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Matrix approach: streamline information from reported data / 

information and on-going ecosystem assessment work
Terrestrial

(e.g. agro-
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Matrix approach: streamline information from reported data / 

information and on-going ecosystem assessment work
Terrestrial

(e.g. agro-

ecosystems, forests, 

semi-natural lands)

Freshwater

(aquatic ecosystems 

e.g. rivers and lakes)
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Ecosystem mapping
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Proposal for outline of EEA report on ecosystem assessment



Assets management: accounting for our natural 

capital 



EEA methodological approach: ecosystem accounts to 

inform on natural capital management

Accounts allow for e.g. measurement of key ecosystem 

structures, functions & services in physical units, and 

measurement of ecosystem state and degradation

Primary focus of EEA work on 

ecosystems mapping & assess.



Thank you


